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Senator Beutler, I guess I understand your concerns and I don't
fully know the answers. It's just that, you know, out there in
rural Nebraska...and I should be careful saying rural Nebraska.
I've been chastised before. I should say outstate Nebraska, but
that comes hard for me to say that, but outstate Nebraska would
be the better term. But we...let me give you an example. In
Knox County there's a group. They're working with high school
students. In Cedar County, through the extension agent, they're
working with high school students, trying to develop, develop
leadership, trying to get those students so they will realize
the benefits of staying and living in their home communities.
After they go to college, they can come back. But we need to

develop, we need to develop that. There are many, many
programs, and I couldn't even begin to sit here and tell you
what they are now, but we need to work at that. We have the

community colleges that are very interested in getting involved
in this and putting on programs for leadership development,
entrepreneurial development. As I've stated earlier, you know,
it just doesn't work the same in outstate Nebraska where we have
the economic development bills create so many jobs and spend so
much money, because so many times we're trying to create one and
two and three jobs. So it just does not work the same. And I
think we have so many opportunities if we can just give us a
little bit of a boost to work towards those goals. I mentioned
earlier, well, when...I don't know what the A bill will be when
this bill passes, and I'm hoping this bill passes and we get an
A bill passed, but when the A bill was at $200,000 I was told
that we had businesses that were willing to contribute to the
other half of these grants for these leadership programs. They
were ready. They had enough money for those $200,000 at that
point. And so I don't know what to tell you, Senator Beutler.
You know, I hear all the time we're going in all different
directions, but it seems to me all we do is talk about we're
going in different directions and we don't do anything about it.
Senator Chambers mentioned earlier that I made the comment to
him that I'd be willing to move this on to Select File, I'd be
willing to write a letter to the Speaker to hold it until we see
what comes out of the Revenue Committee, what the package is.
But we need to guarantee, whether it be this bill or what comes
out of the Revenue Committee, we need to stand up and fight for
outstate Nebraska, and we don't do a very good job of doing
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